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Shema
by Dan Stolebarger

ÒTeacher, which is the great commandment in the law?Ó 37Jesus said to him,ÔYou 
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.Õ 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like it:  
ÔYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.Õ 40 On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets.Ó        
           Matthew 22:36-40

As we come into the holiday season, may this be a time when we give our hearts to both the 
Lord as well as to one another!  In putting together KI, it is noteworthy to reflect from time to 
time on the symmetry of our three tracks and how they parallel the Shema.  In this day and 
age it is vital that we Òraise the barÓ and take seriously our mandate to be Òworkman Ð rightly 
handling the Word of TruthÓ!  We cannot relegate this to our leaders; this in the job of 
ÒeverymanÓ.  

One of my prayers for each of you is that you will fall in love with the Word of God more 
than at any time before in your life!  May you hunger and thirst after it, knowing that there is 
nothing else in the universe that will be able to satisfy this thirst.  If we grow in this area,  no 
doubt we will be Òloving the Lord our God with all of our mindsÓ.

According to some of the Rabbis whom I have read, loving God with all of your Soul (or 
strength) has to do with making the Word come alive and seen in your actions.  Remember Ð 
Truth is when the word and the deed become ONE.  May we be men and women of TRUTH 
and may our actions become so audible that our words will be unnecessary.  

Sometimes our words just clutter things; let us desire to make our lives and actions our 
testimonies, and as Augustine once said: Òonly use words when necessaryÓ because, as we all 
know, our actions will always speak louder than our words!

Sunrise on the Galilee
Photo by:  Jason Vorpagel
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Course Highlight - 
The Epistle to the Ephesians

The Epistle to the Ephesians is the most mystical of Paul's epistles. It is regarded by some as 
the highest conceptual ground in the New Testament. 

It is the crown and climax of Paul's letters: it looks at our salvation from pre-creation election 
to the vantage point of "the heavenlies" - a panoramic view of the wondrous and glorious 
works of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Inside KI 

KI Book Review

Overview Objectives:

¥ Understand the revelation of Paul's unique mandate and the character and nature of 
the Church

¥ Explore its singular allusion to four-dimensional hyperspace 

¥ Examine the detailed depiction of the seven elements of the Armor of God

Enrollment Begins
DECEMBER 14TH

Duration: 8 Weeks  
Credit: 2 credit hours

Instructor: Chuck Missler

Revolution in World Missions by K.P Yohannan is a must read book for all Christians.  This narrative shares how God 
brought K.P. from his remote Indian village to become the founder of Gospel for Asia (GPA).  Drawing from 
fascinating true stores and eye-opening statistics, K.P. challenges Christians to examine and change their lifestyles in 
view of millions who have never heard the Gospel.Ó

Thousands of dedicated men and women are bringing the salvation story to their own people - millions of lost souls in 
closed countries who would probably never learn about the love of God by any other means.

Review by Tess Rae:  Although this book has been out for sometime, I only recently read it after finding it on the 
shelf of a local thrift store.   I have been a supporter of Gospel for Asia for a couple years now, after hearing Chuck 
Missler talk about this organization in one of his commentaries.  I trusted ChuckÕs judgement and decided to help  and 
support.  However, it  wasnÕt until I read this book, that I truly understood or appreciated the mighty  and amazing work 
God has been doing through this ministry.    

I live in America. I have never had to sleep in a ditch because it was safer then the alternative or be concerned that I 
might be persecuted for believing in or sharing Christ  with others.   I have never seen true destitution or poverty.  I 
have never seen people worship cows rather then feed their own starving children.  I have heard about these things, but 
this book and K.P.Õs personal struggles and testimony helped me to ÒseeÓ.

If you have not read this book, I highly encourage you to do.  It will change your perspective and will inspire you to 
help make a difference.  You can do so for free.  Go to http://www.gfa.org/share-the-book/.  GPA will send 5 copies of 
Revolution in World Missions to you.  A gift for you to share with others that will keep on giving.

Revolution in World Missions
by K.P. Yohannan

New Course!

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com/school/upcoming_courses.php
http://www.studycenter.com/school/upcoming_courses.php
http://www.gfa.org/share-the-book/
http://www.gfa.org/share-the-book/
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“I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 Genesis 12:3

G12

Dan and I have the proverbial Òmy three sonsÓ É all grown nowÉLucas, Trevor, and Jesse.  Perhaps that is why my 
heartstrings are pulled when I see the young soldiers in Israel who are already serving as commanders at the ripe old 
age of 23, many of whom have seen things more horrific than one can imagine.  These ÒkidsÓ (yes, they ARE kids) 
have gained wisdom and experience far beyond their years.  And yet many of them have nothing.  Their self-esteem 
is non-existent.

Do Something! by Sharon Stolebarger

Let me retell a story in my own words.  Our tour was on an Israeli Defense Force (IDF) Base, 
working alongside the young soldiers.  They couldnÕt understand why these people would 
take the time out of their tour to dig in the mud, paint a building or pick up  trash.  Dan was 
talking to one such soldier and he soon came to find out that this young man felt that the 
world hated him and all of Israel.  

You see, this soldier had been in an incursion in Gaza.  Yes, there was shooting.  Yes, people 
were injured and killed.  By that evening, he was already home on leave and he was watching 

CNNÕs coverage of what he had just lived through.  This news station showed the IDF, showed their weapons, 
showed the shooting, and showed a 9 year old Palestinian girl dead.  

What it did not show, however, was the Palestinian who had picked up this innocent girl to use her as a human shield.  
It did not mention the rockets which had been fired into civilian neighborhoods in Sderot (Israel) É only a dead 
Palestinian girl and an Israeli soldier shooting.  This is what they know the world sees and hears about them and the 
soldiers know it only too well.

We recently were at an outpost on the Lebanese border.  These young soldiers had nothing, 
not even salt  and pepper shakers.  The commander, Yishay (his name means Jesse Ð the name 
of our youngest son), was answering our questions.  One person asked:  ÒSo, if a sniper 
shoots at you, do you have the authority to shoot back?Ó  ÒNoÓ was the reply.  ÒWhyÓ we 
asked.  YishayÕs head dropped, and he said, ÒI donÕt know.  Ask Goldstone.Ó  (You may want 
to research the Goldstone Report if you are not familiar with this).  

On another tour, we were at a different base on the Lebanese border.  This base was adjacent 
to a UN Base.  We could look down and see the UN soldiers scurrying about, wondering who 
these people were on the Israeli base.  These Israeli soldiers (kids) were living in a concrete 
box, so to speak.  The windows were all camouflaged.  They had an old television and that 
was about the only form of recreation they had.  They could not go out jogging or exercise 

(Continues on page 10)

outside; there were snipers to beware of.  All they could do was go out on patrol, come back to their dreary facility, 
and exist.  

When we arrived at this base and we began loving on them, bringing them candy and baseball hats, one soldier from 
Russia began to cry.  He cried for the entire time we were there.  When our visit came to an end and we all stood and 
sang the Hatikvah with them in Hebrew (the Israeli National Anthem), this soldier began to sob.  All I could think 
was that we were too normal for him; perhaps we made him homesick for the mother or father that he missed so 
dearly.  All I can do is guess, and be sad for him.  He got lots of hugs from all the moms on the tour and a few dads as 
well.  

IDF Base Trench 

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/new/The_Goldstone_Report_Rewarding_Palestinian_Terror.asp
http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/new/The_Goldstone_Report_Rewarding_Palestinian_Terror.asp
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In Their Own Words - Issachar Tour 09’
Latest Bronze 

Medallion 
Honorees

Troy Miedema
Stuart Gates

Pat Stahl
Mary Ellen Stahl

Viria Solis
Greg Lovett
Cesar Cruz

Donna Araya
Karie-Lynn Kelly

Gareth Cross
Candace Smith
H Perry Olson

Christine 
Cartwright

Robert Follini
Ron Marshall

Racheael Burrows
Ubirathan Miranda
Rosemary Laporta

David Carter
Daniel Meier
Joseph Kress
Hank Boyer

Ryan Nicholson
William Jenkyns
Darren Wallbank

Diana Cua
Chris Richardson

Jan Pedro
Travis Stern
Dale Golman

Kristen Nelson
Timothy 

Nottingham
Cecil Powell

Kathy Standley
Jerry Standley
Nita Wilson

Jason Vorpagel leading 
worship in the Holy Land

Israel - October 27th - November 7th with Chuck Missler and Dan Stolebarger 

Don Smith, KI Member/TA 

WeÕre back, but we sure wish we could go back. Our time in Israel was 
unbelievable. The tour theme of showcasing Israel today was a bullÕs-
eye. The entire group saw, heard, experienced the Jewish homeland like 
none of us could have possibly imagined!

Skirting fields strewn with land mines, we met weapons carrying 
soldiers of the Israeli Defense Force, walked the bunker perimeter 

Our Issachar tour to Israel was the trip of a lifetime for me.  It is the one 
place I have most wanted to go.  And, I am so glad I was able to go with my 
daughter, Katie, my mom, Donna, and 49 other dedicated believers in 
Yeshua HaMashiach.

Even in itÕs ÒfallenÓ state (as is the rest  of the world), I can understand why 
Israel is the Òapple of GodÕs eyeÓ!  It is beautiful, diverse, mysterious, 
and . . . well, captivating.   

There were many very special moments that I will treasure for a lifetime.  
One of the highlights was serving the Israeli soldiers, both men and women, 
by bringing gifts and Skittles (the national candy!), helping out with simple 
chores to give them a few free hours in the afternoon, and giving lots of 
hugs.  Their bright smiles made it  all worthwhile.  I wish I could do that 
every day!      Danene Vincent, KI Member/TA

overlooking the Hezbollah, stood amidst Jezreel Valley Squadron F-16s on 5 minute strip alert, and 
pondered IsraelÕs strategic need of the Golan Heights. These were sobering indications of an active war 
zone. We all took comfort though knowing the He who keeps Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps...

We swam in the lake, worshipped on the lake, feasted like kings, visited some of the traditional sites and 
searched within at Dan StolebargerÕs challenge of JesusÕ words at  Caesarea Philippi; Ò...who do you say 
that I am?Ó

Driving between Samarian (ÒWest BankÓ) and Jordanian security fences, and following along the Jordan 
River, we arrived at the Dead Sea, En Gedi, and Qumran. All interesting sites, but  the real treasure awaited 
us at the top of the hills Ð Jerusalem in the setting sun!

The City of David, Jewish Quarter, Temple Mount, Mount of Olives, HezekiahÕs Tunnel, the Knesset, 
Rabbi GileadÕs OT Bible study at a Jewish Yeshiva (rabbinical school), Yad Vashem (Holocaust museum); 
they were all highlights of the incredible sights and sounds of the Old City. Following the path down the 
Mount of Olives and picking up some of the rocks that  didnÕt  cry out (Luke 19), we contemplated drops of 
blood mingled with sweat  in the Garden of Gethsemane so long ago. In the midst of the Arab Quarter, 
overlooking a bus station, we worshipped and took communion at JesusÕ tomb. And we checked...yep, itÕs 
empty!

To round out our view of Israel, we enjoyed engaging after dinner speakers. Everyone was on the edge of 
their seats for the Vice Prime MinisterÕs strategic overview of IsraelÕs place among the nations, were 
stunned by Itamar MarcusÕ report of the Palestinian MediaÕs deliberate disinformation about Israel, 
amazed at IsraelÕs care and concern for civilians in a war where the enemy uses them as human shields. 
Amir Tsarfati took on the topic of Israel going it alone. His perspective left us wondering about AmericaÕs 
resolve...

Chuck, Nan, Dan and Sharon made the trip fantastic. The accommodations were first  class, the perspective 
priceless. But the most memorable of all are the lifelong KI friends we made.

Going back next year? Rumor has it that the waiting list has already started... 

(Continues on page 5)
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In Their Own Words - Issachar Tour 09’
ÒOur Issachar trip to Israel was fun, and I learned a lot. The Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of 
Galilee were fantastic for swimming.  But, most  of all I loved getting to bless the Israeli soldiers.  
That was really a gratifying experience.  

Going to Israel really helps you feel closer to the Bible.  You can imagine the wonder of the Israelites 
as they entered the land of Canaan with Joshua.  You can begin to feel the passion of David, the 
Psalmist, as he said, ÒIf I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunningÓ (Psa  
137:5). When you sit  under the palms at En Gedi , you can feel the comfort  that David must have felt 
at that location when he was trying to escape from King Saul.  

When you see the wide-mouthed cave at Caesarea Philippi that was once called the ÒGates of Hell,Ó 
all of the sudden you can understand what Jesus meant when He said,ÒAnd I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.Ó Mat 16:18. You begin to love Israel the way that God loves Israel.Ó

Katie Vincent, KI Member

I was told before I left on this trip that I would never read the Bible quite the same afterwards, how true that  has become. Taking 
items to the soldiers was quite an experience, these young men and women reminded me of my own experience in the service 
some 45 years ago. Care packages were always so welcome and I was fortunate because my own family kept them coming. My 
buddies were always right there to share, as many of them never received any of their own. 

These Israeli kids are no different and you could see how they enjoyed the skittles, jerkey, hats and other items we showered on 
them. At first, they seemed a little overwhelmed and wondered why we were there doing this for them, but  after they saw that 
our intentions were true and we really do support them, they warmed up and shared back with all of us.

As I listened to them and especially one young lieutenant, tell how he felt and why he was there, I could only see that  we are 
fighting the same enemy as Israel. This young lieutenant made the following comment about why he was there: "We can either 
choose to be warriors, or we can sit  home and make coffee, I choose to be a warrior". I donÕt see that any different for myself for 
our enemy is Satan and we can choose to take a stand against evil or we can choose to sit  home and ignore it. How important  it 
is for these young people to see that they do have the support of others from all over the world, they are not alone.
Byron Simmons, KI Member/TA 

I especially valued the slow acceptance of the frontline Israeli soldiers which usually began 
with a rapid series of questions from them. ÒWhy are you here? We watch CNN. We know what 
Americans think of us. We know about the Goldstone report. So, why are you here?Ó Our 
response of ÒWe are here because we support  you. We have respect for the Israeli people, for 
those of the Jewish faith, and support GodÕs Covenant of this land for His Chosen.Ó  What 
would happen next will always feel special to me.
 
I found the Israeli soldiers to be people of Peace.  They seemed gentle, quiet, and somewhat 
weary and resigned to circumstances.  They want peace, but see no common ground for a 
negotiated compromise.  They do see peace of a sort which is obtained through strength.  A 
peace which will take years if not generations to crystallize.  Steve Lofton, KI Member

For me the Issachar Trip was quite the adventure.  The trip was 1/3 sightseeing, 1/3 visiting the Knesset (IsraelÕs Parliament) and 
special speakers, and 1/3 a testimony of actions. (That would be us doing whatever needed to be done on a military base, and 
also interacting with the locals on why we were really in Israel.)  

The first base we visited was in the Golan Heights.  It was all grimy, with cramped quarters.  There were places where you could 
look out and see the border and the enemy of IsraelÕs freedom lurking.  I helped for a bit in the kitchen and one of my treasured 
pictures is of a young lady with a huge rifle hung over her shoulder.  Every where we went, there were soldiers and citizens with 
these big rifles.  

From one view point we could see miles and miles of walls stretching along the West Bank to keep Hezbollah, Hamas and 
suicide bombers at bay.  We could certainly see with our own eyes how this one small country was on alert  24/7 and their only 
ÒwrongÓ was to be Jewish.  One soldier told me he would stay in the military as long as it took for his little sisters to be safe.  
They had never lived in a time when there was peace, all they knew was to run to a bomb shelter and be fearful day in and day 
out.  Kris Storey - KI Member/TA

Kris Storey

(Continued from page 4)
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Making a Difference

KIÕs Practicum program encourages memberÕs to put their faith into action by  serving and giving  genuine, heart  felt, Holy 
Spirit inspired service to the Lord.  Bronze Medallion holders are eligible to start earning K-Credits by  means of practicum 
service.  

These practicums or K-Credits are not intended to be a reward for good works, but rather a measurement of service that 
indicates spiritual growth and commitment to your faith in Christ.  K-Credits are awarded for Discipleship, Servanthood, 
Practicums and Special Ad Hoc Awards.   Almost any kind of volunteer service will qualify  as a practicum.  The primary 
criteria is that your service is volunteer and not a salaried position. 
 
WHERE?
Your service may take place in your church, your community, in another country  or at  any  other location that God chooses 
to use you.  The most current  details regarding K-Credits are given in the KI Handbook, Section 7, beginning on page 37, 
online at  http://www.studycenter.com/downloads/KI_Handbook.pdf. 
  
HOW?
To submit a proposed practicum to Koinonia Institute, just go to http://www.studycenter.com/school/koinonos/practicum/ 
or select ÒKoinonos PracticumsÓ under ÒMain MenuÓ of the Studycenter..  Click the ÔpracticumÕ option and complete the 
worksheet.  There will be prompts on the worksheet to assist you.  Please provide enough detail for us to understand the 
nature and proposed impact of your practicum project.

The Practicum Coordinator will review your practicum worksheet and respond with any questions that may need to be 
answered or assign ÔpotentialÕ K-Credits.  However, those credits will not be awarded until you have finished your project 
or service and submit the practicum as completed.  Any questions or comments made on your practicum worksheet will be 
delivered to your regular email address.  For more information, you may contact me at practicums@studycenter.com
 

Serving Through Practicums by Carol Maden

Are you taking classes with Koinonia Institute and searching for a great way  to obtain K-Credits?  Consider 
the following opportunity:

For the past year, Bronze Medallion holder and Teaching Assistant Angel Baloa from Miami, Florida has 
been teaching a class in Spanish at his church using Chuck MisslerÕs, Learn the Bible in 24 Hours.  As part 
of his practicum, he has also undertaken the massive, but much-needed task of translating this fundamental 
course into Spanish by single-handedly translating the slide show portion of the program.  

While he's been working on the Old Testament Survey, Andy  Kazert, also a medallion holder, has been 

Practicum Opportunity by Marilyn Jordan

working on translating the New Testament.  Together they hope to have the slide shows for the entire LTB course 
completed by the end of this year!!

The next step is to translate the actual lectures themselves.  This has been partially  accomplished thanks to a computer 
program that transcribes spoken English into print after which it  can be translated into Spanish more easily.  However, 
because Dr. Missler speaks quickly and because thereÕs a lot of specialized language, the result has an error factor of 30%.

WhatÕs now needed are volunteers to proof-read the printed English version and compare it to the original tape 
presentation to ensure that itÕs error-free.  There are 24 lessons of approximately  one hour each that need to be checked.  
The provost office has given their approval which means volunteering for this endeavor will go toward K Credits.  
TheyÕre also hoping this will inspire people in other languages to do the same so that Learn the Bible in 24 Hours will 
eventually span the globe.  (Since Andy Kazert is in Costa Rica, itÕs already an international effort!)

Please contact  the Provost, Pat Poole if you are interested in helping with this very  vital and necessary project.  What 
better way to use what youÕre learning to help  people who donÕt speak English get  the full benefit  of KI and also be an 
ambassador for the King. 

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com/downloads/KI_Handbook.pdf
http://www.studycenter.com/downloads/KI_Handbook.pdf
http://www.studycenter.com/school/koinonos/practicum/
http://www.studycenter.com/school/koinonos/practicum/
mailto:practicums@studycenter.com
mailto:practicums@studycenter.com
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KI Reflection
The Christian at Christmas by Patrick Poole

One of my most significant ÒahaÓ moments was when I first heard Chuck MisslerÕs assertion 
that the Third Commandment, ÒThou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain 
ÉÓ, relates to ambassadorship rather than to vocabulary.  He suggested that if we are to take 
the name of the LORD, we need to represent Him accurately and faithfully.  Not only should 
we testify precisely and truthfully about the character of God, but also that our own personal 
behavior should correctly reflect His character.

We are approaching the Christmas Season.  This is truly an opportunity for us to show forth the character of Christ.  
And, although there are certainly many instances of goodwill among Christians (and even many nonbelievers) this 
time of year, IÕm ashamed to report that there are some who claim to be followers of Christ whose behavior is so 
selfish, petty and even dishonest as to be indistinguishable from that of the heathen.  

Take a close look the next time you enter your favorite Bible bookstore.  What message do you think the unbeliever 
receives when he notices that this Christian merchant has been forced to install security devices at the door in order to 
keep you and me, his Christian brothers and sisters, from walking away with his merchandise?   There are thieves 
among us.  How can we possibly convince the world about the character of God when our actions suggest that we 
donÕt even believe it, ourselves? 

How about this one:  did you know that the Bible is the most shoplifted book?   Some might argue, ÒWell, of course it 
is.  With an estimated 7.5 billion Bibles in print, more than any other book, there is simply more opportunity for this 
book to be stolen.Ó   We might imagine this logic winning a debate, but how do you suppose it plays with the 
unbeliever who has little incentive to acquire a Bible (by theft or any other means) and who has no use whatsoever 
for Christian hypocrisy?

These are just two examples that provide evidence that some who confess Christ as Savior actually exhibit behavior 
that is little different than is demonstrated by those who would utter His name only to profane it.

Christmas is a wonderful time for us to reveal GodÕs character to the world.   And, we actually have ample 
opportunity to do so.  Being courteous in the shopping aisles, parking lots and on the highway is an excellent way.  
We should also be pleasant and undemanding with merchants and their employees.  We might even consider leaving 
generous tips to those who rely on gratuities as a major source of income for their families (we Christians have a 
particularly shameful reputation in this area).   And, we need to be above reproach in our dealings.

My behavior as a Christian does matter.  If for no other reason, it matters because the world is watching.  As a matter 
of fact, you and I may be the only representation of Christ that some will see until He returns.  My prayer is that we 
will be faithful in displaying His true character to the world this Christmas.  

Christ.mas n.
- A Christian feast commemorating the birth of Jesus.
- An annual church festival (December 25) and in some States a 
legal holiday, in memory of the birth of Christ, often celebrated by a 
particular church service, and also by special gifts, greetings, and 
hospitality. [www.Dictionary.com]

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.Dictionary.com
http://www.Dictionary.com
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Christmas Perspective

Each year at Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. After the New Year, we struggle to remember 
to add a year as we date our checks, which should remind us that the entire Western World reckons its 
calendar from the birth of the One who changed the world more than any other before or since.

The Origins of our Christmas Traditions by Chuck Missler

Yet, it is disturbing to discover that much of what we have been taught about the Christmas season seems to be more 
tradition than truth.

When Was Jesus Born?  Most serious Bible students realize that Jesus was probably not born on December 25th. 
The shepherds had their flocks in open fields,1 which implies a date prior to October. Furthermore, no competent 
Roman administrator would require registration involving travel during the season when Judea was generally 
impassable.2

If Jesus wasn't born on December 25, just when was he born? Although the Bible doesn't explicitly identify the 
birthday of our Lord, many scholars have developed diverse opinions as to the likely birthday of Jesus. (It reminds 
one of the rabbinical observation: with two Jews, you have three opinions!) See our briefing, The Christmas Story: 
What Really Happened for more information.

Then Why December 25th?  The early Christian church did not celebrate Jesus' birth, and therefore the exact date 
was not preserved in festivals. The first recorded mention of December 25th is in the Calendar of Philocalus (A.D. 
354), which assumed Jesus' birth to be Friday, December 25th, A.D. 1. This was subsequent to Constantine's Edict of 
Toleration in A.D. 313, which enabled the persecuted Christians to exchange the rags of hiding for the silks of the 
court. But the predictable expediency  to adopt the inevitable cultural changes caused many of the former pagan 
rituals to be adapted to their new "Christian" trappings.

The date of December 25th, which was officially proclaimed by the church fathers in A.D. 440, was actually  a vestige 
of the Roman holiday  of Saturnalia, observed near the winter solstice, which itself was among the many pagan 
traditions inherited from the earlier Babylonian priesthood.3

Babylonian Traditions  All forms of occultic practices have their origins in the original city of Babylon. Isaiah 
Chapter 47 clearly brings this out. Most of what we associate with pagan Rome had its origins in ancient Babylon. 
Babylon is mentioned in over 300 references in the Bible; it is even alluded to three times in Christ's own genealogy.

The Tammuz Legend   Tammuz, the son of Nimrod and his queen, Semiramis, was identified with the Babylonian 
Sun God and worshipped following the winter solstice. As the days became shorter and shorter through the winter, 
they become the shortest at the winter solstice, about December 22-23. Tammuz was thought to have died during the 
winter solstice, and was memorialized by burning a log in the fireplace. (The Chaldean word for infant is yule. This is 
the origin of the "yule log.") His "rebirth" was celebrated by replacing the log with a trimmed tree the next morning. 
Sound familiar? (Jeremiah 10 contains an interesting verse which talks about trimming trees, etc.)

There are numerous other examples. The wassail bowl, the mistletoe (a fertility rite), and others are documented in 
such works as Alexander Hislop's, The Two Babylons. When Babylon was conquered by subsequent empires, this 
entire religious system was transplanted, first to Pergamos under the Persians, and then to Rome. As the pagan 
Roman (Babylonian) religious system was integrated with Christian ceremonial observances, many of our current 
traditions surrounding Christmas emerged. And it appears that an "ecumenical" integration of all the world's 

(Continues on page 9)
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Origins of Christmas by Chuck Missler

religions, including the ancient Babylonian occult forms that presently  masquerade as the "New Age," is destined to be 
the final religious climax.

The Throne of David  There is another aspect to keep in mind this Christmas season. As we recall the prophecy in Micah 
that prescribes that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, notice the entire verse:

But thou, Bethlehem ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.  Micah 5:2

Also, as we recall that other familiar prophecy in Isaiah, note again the whole verse:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the Throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.  Isaiah 9:6-7

The "Throne of David" is not just an Old Testament concept. Remember the Angel Gabriel's promise to Mary:

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  Luke 1:31-33

But did Jesus ever actually sit  on David's throne? He couldn't have. It didn't exist at that time. Jeconaiah was the last of 
David's line to sit on the throne. (Remember, the blood curse on his line.4) Herod, appointed by the Romans, was an 
Edomite ("Idumean"). He wasn't even Jewish.

At the moment, Jesus is sitting on His Father's Throne. The question is, will He ever sit on David's throne? Will the 
promise that Gabriel announced to Mary also be fulfilled? Of course. (And it may be sooner than we think.)

Keeping Christ in Christmas  Christians today tend to fight the ongoing secularization of their holidays. Some have 
rejected anything to do with them, saying they are not Biblically  ordained. Others have tried to go back to keeping the 
Jewish feasts instead. It should be pointed out that the New Testament doesn't really ordain anything other than the Lord's 
Supper. But it does not prohibit it either, and under grace Christians are free to honor different days if they wish.

Those families who want to keep Christ as the center of Christmas may find it easier to do by understanding the various 
symbols that have been used to celebrate Christ's birth through the ages and using them to retain the uniqueness inherent 
in the mystery  of the incarnation: the birth of the Son of God. For instance, at Christmas we remember the gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh presented by the Magi.5 These prophetic gifts celebrated his deity, priesthood, and death. When 
He returns to establish His kingdom, He will be presented only with gold and frankincense.6 There will be no myrrh: His 
death is now behind Him.

Let's make this season a real celebration. What are you giving Him this Christmas? Is there something in your life He 
would like to see you part with?

(Continued from page 8)
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Shema by Dan Stolebarger

(Continued from page 1)

Jesus adds loving one another to the Shema.  As we all know, Jesus is Love incarnated and if we are His talmidim, then love will 
be the one thing that will set us apart.  When we love as He loves, we validate His claim to be the Christ (Messiah). This Season 
let us love not in word but in deed; let us go out of our way not to just love the lovely but also the unlovely.  This Season let us 
love well!

And last but not least É let us love the Lord our God with all our HEARTS.  For me this has to do with worship.  To worship 
the Lord, to bow before Him and simply to express a heart of gratitude Ð when was the last time you did that?  Take a moment 
to express your love and appreciation for what He has already done for you.  Take a walk to the bloody throne of Grace where 
your sins, which are like crimson, are made white as snow!  And then worship the Lord with all your heart!

Before signing off, I want to encourage you to listen to KI Live.  I am very excited about this new facet of KI.  This month I 
have added a few new items:  first a SKYPE interview with Ben Courson.  Ben is one of the co-pastors of Applegate Christian 
Fellowship and the author of two books which I highly recommend (in fact they would make great Christmas gifts and are 
available in our Student Store).  The titles are An Anthology of a Twenty Year Old Soul and his latest Anthems of Hope. In this 
interview I simply asked Ben to share his heart in regards to Psalm 24.  Please make sure you listen to what Ben had to say and 
may we truly be a part of a Generation that will have clean hands and pure hearts and that we will seek the face of the God of 
Jacob.

Also, on KI Live I posted a YOUNG LIONS promo that we filmed in front of NehemiahÕs wall in the Old City of David in 
Jerusalem.  I am really excited about our Young Lions study on Nehemiah and hope that you are tuning in every week as we 
make our way through Nehemiah.  Take a moment and watch the promo!  Young Lions - Nemehiah

Finally, GOOD NEWS Ðthe Student Store has been replenished after being wiped out at our last Annual Conference.  All of 
what I call our ÒWitness WearÓ (Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Hats, etc.) are all available in the student store for gifts this Holiday 
Season.  

         Shalom and much Love! 

Our group was so touched by this base and these young soldiers that they spontaneously  decided to DO 
SOMETHING for them.  They all pitched in and this base now has a Recreation Room, complete with a pool table, 
ping pong table, a small flat screen television and stereo system.  The generals have been to see this Recreation 
Room; they have seen the morale of the soldiers change and they all want one just like it for their bases.  This group 
of ours set the bar rather high!

Why do we do this, so that WE can be blessed?  NO!  This is our witness; this is how we portray Jesus to them.  Are 
we blessed by doing this?  More than you will ever know.

God gave Dan and I a passion for Israel and has made it our ÒjobÓ to go there several times a year.  How great is that?  
We have made many friends in Israel who have far-reaching ministries, in the name of Jesus, to not only  the military 
but also to schools and those who are destitute.  

It is my hope, as you read of some of these first-hand accounts, that God would put it  on your heart to want to DO 
SOMETHING, to participate in some way or another.  It is my desire to share with you on a monthly basis these 
stories and allow God to speak to your heart.  Be blessed my friends! ~ Sharon Stolebarger 

(Continued from page 3)

Do Something! by Sharon Stolebarger
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The Berean Tour -  This trip will create opportunities for 
you to spend quiet moments at the Sea of Galilee, the 
Garden Tomb, the Old City, the Garden of Gethsemane and 
oh so much more. 

Come with us. Meet Jesus in a way that you have never 
before experienced! The imagery of the Holy Land will stay 
with you the rest of your life.

The Talmidim Tour provides the opportunity to put your 
feet to your faith as we seek to incarnate Genesis 12. 

This Tour will combine TOURING, STUDYING as well as 
WORKING hard on some much-needed projects! 
Participants must be willing and able to do physical labor. 

Contact Sharon Stolebarger - sharon@khouse.org for more 
information or click on the link below.

Israel Tour Information

Memory Verse - ÒAbove all, continue to love each 
other deeply, because love covers a multitude of 
sins.Ó ~ 1 Peter 4:8 (ISV)

KI Clothing - Witness Wear

The Berean Tour
May 8th - 18th, 2010

(In Israel May 9-17, 2010)

The Talmidim Tour
May 18th - 28th, 2010 
(In Israel May 19 - 28, 2010)

Events and Links
December

Kislev - Tevet 5770

¥Dec. 4-5th - Strategic Trends Conference on God TV

¥Dec. 5th - Grace Chapel, Tennessee (Dan Stolebarger)

¥Dec. 6-9th - Pre-Trib Conference (Chuck Missler)

¥Dec. 7th - Young Lions - Nehemiah (Dan Stolebarger)

¥Dec. 9th - Carthege Texas (Chuck and Dan)

¥Dec. 11th - Applegate Christian Fellowship (Dan 
Stolebarger)

¥Dec. 14th - New Courses Begin

¥Dec. 14-20th - Chuck Misser TV Interview - Sid Roth

¥Dec. 28- Jan 3rd - Chuck Misser TV Interview - Sid 
Roth

Latest KI Live Interviews

¥Ben Courson, Co-Pastor of Applegate Christian 

Fellowship, Jacksonville, Oregon

¥Joseph Farah,World Net Daily

¥Curtis Reid, Wellington, NZ - Energy Sector

¥Trevor MacDuff, KI Small Groups
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