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Five Years Ago
by Dan Stolebarger

Five years ago, my wife and I said YES to Koinonia Institute… and we moved from 
San Diego to Idaho!  Five years ago, my wife and I said YES to Israel and, our lives 
have never been the same!

KOINONIA INSTITUTE

As KI enters into its fifth year, we are blessed to report that we are closing in on three 
thousand Members, one thousand of them Bronze Medallion Holders and twenty plus 
Silver Medallions have been earned!  We also are now represented in over sixty 
countries worldwide.  And, before too long, we will have our first earned Golds!

I would like to say that things have always gone smoothly, but if I did, you would 
know that was just giving you a rosy picture.  Most members know that when you 
decide to join the Institute all hell breaks loose!  Why  should this surprise anyone?  
KI is proactive and challenges the Believer to raise the bar in their spiritual lives.  Do 
you really think our enemy is just going to sit around and let it happen?  

Let me remind you what the Word says when our goals are to make disciples:

“And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying,  “We must through 
many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”  ~ Acts 14:21-22

Early on, the Lord knew what would be in front of Sharon and I and then He gave my 
wife this wonderful verse. It has been an anchor for us during some very rough times.

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
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Course Highlight - 
Hosea by Chuck Missler

Hosea, a contemporary  of Isaiah (for most  of his ministry) and Amos (in his earlier years) was the 
“Jeremiah” of the Northern Kingdom. His main target  was the Northern Kingdom, yet  his 
message was for the people of God. When Solomon died, Jeroboam rebelled and plunged the 
Northern Kingdom into a prosperous but idolatrous separation. After two centuries of abandoning 
their heritage, God sent Hosea to present His indictment  and declare that  He would use their 
enemies as His judgment. Thomas Jefferson recognized a parallel in America when he declared, 
“I tremble for my country when I recall that God is just; and that His justice will not sleep 
forever.”

Overview Objectives:

• Explore insights into God’s unique relationship with Israel, a time when they would not “be 
His people,” and the purpose of the Great Tribulation

• Examine why many rank Hosea’s intense self-disclosure as one of the greatest in the Bible
• Discover prerequisites for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ

 

Inside KI 

Practicums -

New Course!

How to Submit a Practicum
Practicums are putting your faith into action. They  are considered part  of the required curriculum toward earning your 
Silver Medallion.  5000 K-Credits are required to obtain your Silver Medallion if you began your courses after 3/18/2008. 
Once you have received your Bronze Medallion and begin classes toward earning your Silver, you can begin earning K-
Credits as part of the Koinonios Track. 

These practicums or K-Credits are not intended to be a reward for your good works, but rather a measurement of your 
service that indicates spiritual growth and commitment to your faith in Christ. KI wants to encourage genuine, heart felt, 
Holy Spirit  inspired service to the Lord in its membership.  The only  criteria are that you have your Bronze and your 
service is volunteer and not a salaried position.

To submit a practicum proposal, the member should follow these steps: 

1. Sign into KOINONIA INSTITUTE. 
2. Click on ENTER THE SCHOOL.  
3. Click on KOINONOS PRACTICUM in the Main Menu box.  
4. Click on CREATE NEW PROPOSAL.  
5. Complete the practicum worksheet and submit. Prompts are provided to guide you as you complete the worksheet.  

KI asks that the member give detailed and complete information and show thoughtfulness in their responses. 

Once the practicum is submitted, the proposal will be reviewed, and if approved, potential K-Credits will be assigned.  The 
amount of “potential” K-Credits does not always reflect the amount  of credits awarded when the practicum is completed.  
Final Credits are determined after the period of service is concluded, the practicum worksheet and journaling is completed 
and submitted as ‘DONE”. Final determination is based on the quality  and thoroughness of responses on the worksheet, 
however greater emphasis is given to the intensity, spiritual impact and the amount of time dedicated to the actual work or 
service. 

Any communications regarding your practicum will be delivered to your regular email address.  However, you must open 
the practicum to actually  view any  questions or comments.  Your practicum will be listed on your Study  Center page under 
your list  of courses.  You can open the practicum by clicking on it to view any comments, make responses or complete 
journal entries.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Carol Madden at practicums@studycenter.com.  

Enrollment Begins
MAY 17TH

Starting Date

JUNE 7TH

Duration: 8 Weeks  
Instructor: Chuck Missler

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
mailto:practicums@studycenter.com
mailto:practicums@studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com/school/upcoming_courses.php
http://www.studycenter.com/school/upcoming_courses.php
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KI News
Happy 1st Birthday Spyglass Monthly! by Tess Rae

As we get older, birthdays seem to become events we tend to not look forward to, at least for me. I 
recently celebrated mine and I thought to myself, “Wow, where did this last year go?  Didn’t we just 
celebrate this?”  My great-grandma always told me, “Enjoy every moment, it will be gone before 
you know it.”

These milestones (not millstones, but MILEstones), do cause us to stop and reflect on the last year or 
years.  Usually, we come to the conclusion that time is flying by much too quickly.  James 4:14 

certainly reminds us of that fact. “You do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes.”
 
It is hard to believe that it has been one year since we launched Spyglass Monthly!  What started out as a “Hey, we 
need a newsletter!” has turned into something more, something special.  As you know, Spyglass Monthly’s mission is 
to connect KI fellowship from around the world.  KI is more than online classes, we are family.  So, with that, how do 
we connect the fellowship? How do we build those intimate relationships with one another?   

Our goal is to help our readers stay up-to-date with the latest happenings at KI, through KI News.  To share member’s 
testimonies.  Provide stories about making a difference with suggestions for how you can get involved and more.  If 
you see a common theme in all of this, you are correct! It is all about sharing, encouraging, and loving!

As we move forward through this next year, we want to hear from you on how we can do more for you!  What do 
YOU want to read about?  How can we inform, inspire and equip the KI brethren?  The ideas are endless, but we 
need members who are willing to share.  Therefore, if you have the gift of writing or have something to share, please 
consider submitting articles for review.  

If you are interested in submitting an article for Spyglass Monthly or would like to share suggestions, please email 
me at tess@studycenter.com

Happy Birthday Spyglass!

If you recently completed the requirements for 
your Bronze Medallion, due to a design flaw with 

Design Flaw Causes Delay 
by Registar, Stan Honn

our last shipment of Medallions and Plaques, we are currently 
experiencing a delay in getting the Medallions out the door to our 
honorees in a timely fashion.

We are not exactly  sure how long this delay will take, but we will 
send them out as soon as possible.  Thank you for your patience 
and understanding!

Weekly Devotional & Bible Study
with Dan Stolebarger - click here for link

 KI’s 

Young Lions Club

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
mailto:tess@studycenter.com
mailto:tess@studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com/kilive/young-lions.html
http://www.studycenter.com/kilive/young-lions.html
http://www.studycenter.com/kilive/young-lions.html
http://www.studycenter.com/kilive/young-lions.html
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KI News

Dan also explained how the early  Church was called "The Way,” known as "those who turned the 
world upside down."  He shared a startling statistic from a group  in London he surveyed.  They 
were asked who is turning the world upside down? 100% of them agreed that it is the Muslims 
who are changing the world today, not the Church.

Dan left early Monday  morning to head to his next stop, the Strategic Prospectives Conference in 
Franklin, Tennessee. South Florida was truly blessed by Dan and already  misses him. We are all 
excited and looking forward to reading about the conference and the upcoming trips to Israel!

KIer’s in South Florida

Dan Stolebarger Visits South Florida by Lori Gibboney
On April 22, Dan Stolebarger flew to South Florida on what would end up  being an action-
packed visit, spanning two counties! While in town, Dan led two home Bible studies.  He met 
with leaders of a Messianic congregation and attended Calvary Chapel Fort  Lauderdale.  He also 
took the pulpit at a predominantly  Spanish speaking church, as well as talked to and answered 
questions from about 20 KI members.  Dan accomplished all of this, plus more, during his short 
four day visit. 

KI members Stephen Sparks and Lori Gibboney, both who lead weekly  home Bible studies, had 
Dan share with their groups, his specially  prepared teachings on Tikkun Olam. He also shared 
some exciting new endeavors that KI is embarking on, as well as answered a variety of questions 
covering a variety of subjects. 
 
On Saturday  morning, Dan headed to Miami to the congregation of My Fathers House 
Ministries. This unique group  of Christians worship  on Shabbat, as their Jewish friends do. Led 
by  Pastor Patrick Hadley, this predominately Gentile Congregation takes the study of the Bible 
and Hebrew seriously. Following the service, the congregation was invited to Pastor Hadley's 
home for lamb, chicken, and potluck side dishes.  Before enjoying the delicious meal, Dan was 
given the opportunity to share and answer questions about KI, and his love and support for 
Israel.

On Saturday  night, a time of fellowship  for KI members and Area Representatives took place at 
the Gibboney  home. Bill and Kathy  Bucklew, KI Area Reps from Lakeland, FL, drove 3 hours to 
join us. After a wonderful time of fellowship, cookies, carrot cake, and coffee, we all gathered to 
talk about KI and its future.  We also talked about creative ways to better improve the Institute, 
serving opportunties, and support.

On Sunday  morning, after attending the early service at Calvary Chapel Fort  Lauderdale, Dan 
took the pulpit at New Jerusalem AG Spanish Church. After the exciting praise and worship  time 
ended, KI members from the congregation gave their testimonies. It was very  emotional as each 
member had the opportunity  to share with the entire Church how much God has transformed 
their lives through the teaching and materials KI provides. 

Dan was then formally introduced and began his message, clearly  intended for our hearts, as well 
as our minds. He taught on the importance of the Armor of God, and to recognize that we are 
soldiers in the midst of a battle. We must all be prepared to assume an attitude of conquering and 
not  just to be on the defensive. To be successful in the battle we need the Word of God, the name 
of Jesus, and His Authority and Power. Once we have those elements of the armor, we can 
perform what Jesus did in Isaiah 61.

Latest Bronze 
Medallion 
Honorees
Robert Neel

Roy Everett

Karmel Everett

Michael Anna

Antonio Marsh

Jason Worrall

Pamela Johnson

Steve Cliff

Laura Cliff

Larry Wing

Alison Miles

James Music

Winston Jennings, Jr.

Christopher Pendergrass

Terry Travis

Michael Hersey

Suzanne Vencel

Linda Laverty

Lonnie Larsen

Robyn Harkins

Brigitte Boland

Paul Vencel

Jennie Bshara

Levi Lekenby

Silver Medallion 
Honoree

Lorna Henry

ÒThe Spirit of the Lord GOD is on me; because 
the LORD has anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the meek; he has sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound;Ó 

~ Isaiah 61:1
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KI News
Flooding Doesn’t Damper Strategic Trend Conference in Nashville 
by Rita Cregar

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary gives the following definition of PERSPEC'TIVE, n. [L. 
perspicio; per and specio, to see.] 1.  A glass through which objects are viewed.

Webster defines strategic only in its related form of stratagem, which he understood as an 
artifice or device intended to give some advantage (usually militarily) to the user.

To be strategic is to be deliberate and intentional, moving with a desired goal in mind. Seeing us as participants in the 
epic struggle of good and evil in this world, believers need a military  advantage when viewing the glut of 
information, events or objects with which we are confronted on a daily basis.   

For several hundred believers seeking truth, the Strategic Perspectives Conference, held April 30 – May  1, 2010, at 
Grace Chapel in Leiper’s Fork, TN, held just such an attraction.  Grace Chapel is nestled in picturesque middle 
Tennessee and the setting enchanted conference goers as they arrived.  Little did they  know that a staggering and 
unprecedented rainfall would hit the Nashville area during this conference and throughout that weekend, complete 
with flash floods and storms that raged throughout Tennessee.

(Continues on page 6)

The lazy warm Friday  afternoon was inviting.  In the nearby pastures, 
horses grazed lazily in the spring afternoon and an excited and 
anticipatory group of KI members was treated to a pre-conference 
summit meeting in the large “barn” fellowship building on campus.  

The group spent some time in fellowship before organizer, Richard 
Stevens, called the group  to order.  It was a relaxed time of sharing as 
many experienced KI members related the journey of their particular 
study path.  

Mary Miller expertly guided the group through the concepts and vision of the Issachar Data Base.  In a fascinating 
inside look, two recent 5-minute bullet point submissions to the IDB were viewed and discussed.  Chuck Missler and 
Dan Stolebarger then delighted the group with a free-for-all question and answer session. 

After a dinner break, the Conference officially began. Grace Chapel’s worship team facilitated the journey of a 
packed house that quickly shed the dust of the day and entered in. Pastor Steve Berger welcomed the Conference to 
Grace Chapel and introduced the first speaker, Mousab Hassan Yousef, the son of a major Hamas leader, and himself 
a prominent figure in Middle Eastern politics.  CBS news personality, Don Teague, spoke with Mousab in a casual 
interview style from the platform.  

Mousab enthralled the conference with his harrowing story of intrigue, betrayals and unimaginable choices.  He 
focused the group on his choice of love and God’s choice of him, and gave a unique perspective – that of a man 
caught between two worlds and understanding both.  

Following this panorama from a world few have experienced, Pastor Steve Berger again took the platform and 
proceeded to enlist the group  in a “heaven revolution.”  Detailing the journey of love, pain and deep  belief that he and 
his wife, Sarah, have traveled since the accident that ushered their nineteen year old son through the door of Heaven 

KIer’s at the Barn in Tennessee

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.gracechapel.net/
http://www.gracechapel.net/
http://store.khouse.org/store/catalog/BK158.html?mv_pc=KHRTSBhttp://store.khouse.org/store/catalog/BK158.html?mv_pc=KHRTSB
http://store.khouse.org/store/catalog/BK158.html?mv_pc=KHRTSBhttp://store.khouse.org/store/catalog/BK158.html?mv_pc=KHRTSB
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KI News
Strategic Trends Conference by Rita Cregar

almost 9 months ago, Pastor Steve brought the conference with him as he explored the truth 
of heavenly life.  Leaving the first day of the conference with several new perspectives on 
life, love, world events and our eternal occupations, the conference adjourned for the night.

The skies were gloomy, but sunny faces joined together Saturday morning at Grace Chapel 
as thunder pealed overhead and rain pelted the arriving attendees.  After the worship team 
once again masterfully ushered participants into that holy  place, Dan Stolebarger began his 
exhortation.  Encouraging the conference to prepare to become an invading army, Dan 
eagerly enlisted the group as he detailed the pitfalls, perils and possibilities in such a 
transformation.  

(Continued from page 5)

Left with Dan’s Holy Spirit arsenal perspective, the group adjourned for a break. After the break, the mood and 
perspective shifted as Chuck Missler took the platform.  With some well-placed thunderclaps as his backdrop, Chuck 
expertly guided the group through his thoughts on the Magog Invasion, using Ezekiel and Psalm 83 as perspective 
parameters. Reeling from this massive download, the conference broke for lunch. Meanwhile, the rains were 
torrential; a few people looked worried, it was raining hard.   

After lunch, the astute and amusing David Nasser came to the podium.  He explained that he always 
prefers to have a conference spot on a rainy  Saturday  afternoon after lunch.  Threatening to “go 
jihad” on anyone that fell asleep, David proceeded to make sleep all but impossible as he engaged 
his audience with a challenge to put  feet on their faith and become truly  engaged in this world.  
Reminding the conference of the realities of life outside our safe and comfortable little walls, he 
brought the perspective of action to our strategy session.  

After another break, a concerned-looking Pastor Steve Berger told the group he was very glad they 
were so full of the love of God and that this love for each other might be sorely tested in the coming 
hours.  Nervously, attendees guessed he might be hinting at the weather, and the next speaker, Don 
Finto, confirmed that the roads were closed.  We were flooded in there at the church campus.  

This pressing fact was soon lost however, in the wonder of Don’s enthusiastic and heartfelt message 
about the role and calling of Israel in God’s plan. Telling the conference that deepening darkness was coming over the 
world, he emphasized the miracle of Jewish eyes being opened in our day.  

Jonathan Allen Leading 
Worship at Grace Chapel

David Nassar

Don Finto

As Don finished, Pastor Steve announced to the conference that in those preceding hours 
we had unknowingly inhabited an island as the flood levels rose in nearby creeks and 
rivers.  The police had cleared the use of one road at that time and many conference 
attendees chose to leave early while they still could do so.  

Natural disasters notwithstanding, what an incredible blessing this gathering of minds was 
to all that were present!  No one could leave unchanged and certainly an event none will 
forget.

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.davidnasser.com/
http://www.davidnasser.com/
http://www.calebcompany.com/aboutus/bio-don.html
http://www.calebcompany.com/aboutus/bio-don.html
http://www.calebcompany.com/aboutus/bio-don.html
http://www.calebcompany.com/aboutus/bio-don.html
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G12   “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Do Something! by Sharon Stolebarger

As I am writing this, I am holed up in a hotel room in Nashville.  Ok, it’s a Marriott, so we’re definitely not roughing 
it!  There have been tornados, flooding, high winds, and record-breaking rainfall.  All this started during our Strategic 
Perspectives Conference, at one point not allowing 2 speakers to get in (they  finally made it 2 hours late) and 
participants couldn’t leave, as all the roads were shut down for several hours.  For all intents and purposes, Grace 
Chapel was an island for a while!  We have a flight scheduled at 6pm; don’t know if we’ll get out  or not and we leave 
for Israel on Thursday.  Isn’t it wonderful to know that Jesus holds it all in His hands?  

During the conference, we had Don Finto speak.  He is a lover of Israel and founder of “The Caleb Company,” 
named after Israel’s warrior who was still conquering territory into old age and whose descendants conquered the 
Land.  (Numbers 14:24 and Joshua 14:11).

During his talk at our conference, Don read a scripture that jumped off the page of my Bible: “For if the Gentiles 
have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things.”  (Romans 
15:27, emphasis added).  Who are “them”?  The Jews.  But the scripture didn’t say  that it would be nice, noble, or 
kind  to minister to “them”; it says that it is our DUTY to do so.  Wow!  That slapped me upside the head.

We leave for Israel on Thursday.  We have the Berean Tour which will be working at an IDF base for ½ day up on the 
northern Lebanese border.  Immediately  following this tour, we meet and greet our Talmidim Tour.  This tour will be 
working at three different sites, all unique, all needy:

• Dekelim School:  This is the same place where the Whites’ group worked…the one where the playground was 
(and still is) a museum.  We will be assisting these kids with their upcoming fair; one where they will sell 
their handmade products in order to earn money.

• Navy Base in Haifa:  We will be working in a large hall that is much in need of a fresh coat of paint.

• Youth Center in Tel Aviv:  While we will be painting and trying to give a fresh look to this center, we have 
learned that the teenagers here have been taping their shoes together.  We will be providing each and every 
child with a pair of new shoes, as well as new socks and underwear.

So, the question is always out there:  “How can I help?”  What needs to be explained is that we don’t just show up to 
work without also supplying the equipment and paint to do so.  Much more is needed than just the manpower.  If we 
go to a base to work, usually  it will cost about $2000 to cover everything.  In the case of the Youth Center, we need 
to cover the costs of paint as well as bring over paintbrushes and equipment, and now cover the cost of shoes.  The 
participants are bringing over the clothing.  

We could not do any of this without donations that come from all over the world.  I have been asked several times if 
the playground at Dekelim has been replaced.  No.  The cost is $5500 to do so and, simply put, the money  is just not 
there.

If you would want to “work” vicariously through those who are providing the manpower, you can simply write a 
check to Koinonia Institute but be sure to designate it (on the envelope and on the memo line) to ISRAEL RELIEF.  

(Continues on page 11)

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.calebcompany.com
http://www.calebcompany.com
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Member Spotlight
A Reluctant Witness - Monica Rightenour by Steve Elwart, KI Host

Paul & Monica 
Rightenour

In the Children’s Hospital in Bucharest, the walls are plain white and there are few if any  toys to 
soften the pains of wounds caused by burning or cancer. From my friend Lilly, a nurse with a 
heart  flowing with the love of Jesus, I learned that bringing simple things, as fruit  yogurts and 
little toys, could brighten the face of the little ones and open the hearts of the parents.

In 2002, I remarried in the Lord to Paul. After the marriage, we lived for a time in Romania, then
in the United States, eventually moving in United States permanently. It was not  an easy decision.  
My children are in Romania, my ministry, my business, my life. But Paul had his family and 

Some believe that their life as a Christian is ordinary and of no interest.  Some think that their witness is 
not  worth sharing.  Monica Rightenour disagrees.  2 Peter 3:15 states, “But  sanctify in your hearts Christ 
as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every  man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope 
that is in you, yet with meekness and fear.”   

Monica states, “My firm belief is that  nothing could be interesting about any  life except  if we share what 
Jesus did with it and through it.”  The following is Monica’s testimony:  

“I was born in Bucharest, the capital city  of Communist –then, Romania in a family of intellectuals. My 
parents were young professionals twenty-two and twenty-three years of age, struggling to care for my 

brother who was 2 years old and I was 1 years old.  We and the rest of the family  were dispossessed of almost all our  
properties. Being accused of failing to collaborate with the Security,  my  father, pregnant  mother, grandmother and seven 
other close relatives went to prison for ‘High Treason Against Communism.’ My sister was born in prison and spent the 
first year of her life in high security confinement.  

After our release from prison, my  father was not  allowed to work in Bucharest  since he was an ‘enemy of the state.’ So, 
my mother brought us up mostly  alone. My grandmother was a Christian, and I learned from her how to love Jesus, but it 
took me almost forty more years to decide to trust and to submit to Him.

During this time, I tried so hard to understand the meaning of life, but nothing seemed to work, because I was trying to live 
my life my  own way.  Then one special Thursday, in August 1994, I gave my  life to Christ and He took a large burden 
from my shoulders. " In my distress I called and He rescued me” (Psalm 81: 7a, emphasis mine).  I was so grateful that 
God allowed me to find Him that I wanted to know Him and learn how to serve Him in an acceptable way. 

One of the most rewarding revelations God gave me was of the Father’s heart - through studying with Ellel Ministries. 
From the beginning of my walk with Him, God placed me in a home Bible Study  Group lead by my dearest  friends Ileana 
and Alexandru Popp-Cernat. Alexandru became one of the pastors of the International Church in Bucharest. Last year, I 
translated Learn the Bible in 24 Hours and The Feast of Israel for him.  I am now translating Hebrews.
We were not just learning, but also ministering together, teaching others: in Church, in prisons, on the streets....  

Even after the Revolution (1990), Romanian people, especially the children and the elderly were suffering because of 
poverty. Many elderly  people had to decide if they would spend their pensions on food or on medicines. The opportunities 
for ministry were and still are many, but  there are few who have the heart to go and bring to the burdened, the message of 
hope while taking care of their immediate physical needs.

business in the U.S. where the rest of my family  is living as well.  So we followed where God led us and moved to a tract 
of land Paul owned in Edmond, West Virginia.

Along the path I travelled was the Koinonia Institute.  It was “by  mistake” that I first heard Chuck Missler on The God 
Channel. A couple of months later I enrolled in KI.  It was clear to me that it was possible to go much deeper into His 
Word, and it is such a blessing to share the joy of God’s Word with so many brothers and sisters from around the world!

I am deeply grateful to God for all of you! It is an honor to serve and to be part  of such a ministry  deeply  devoted to 
fulfilling God’s call.  Isn’t Jesus wonderful?”

Yes, He is Monica, indeed He is.

Children’s Hospital 
in Bucharest

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com
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Making a Difference 

Faith Works! by Carol Maden, Practicum Coordinator
What are you doing for Christ’s sake?  KI Members are putting their faith into action all over the globe and earning K-
Credits as they continue their Biblical Studies in pursuit of their Silver Medallion.  May God bless each one as they seek 
to serve Christ by serving others.

Craig DeMaris has heard the call of Romans 10:13-15, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they are sent?”

Craig has volunteered to go with other members of his church to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, to support and assist  the local 
missionaries.  His purpose is to teach the Gospel, feed the poor, and participate in any construction projects required. 
Craig states his goal is “to make my gifts available to the body; to back up  my mouth with action; and to be a witness to 
my family and friends.”

Through “Heart of Mercy  Ministries” you will find Chris Jansson and his family  out in the streets 
openly  witnessing, praying, and ministering the love of God in a practical and spiritual way.   Chris is 
dedicated to feeding, clothing and ministering the gospel to thousands every  year for the last three 
years based on Jesus’ commission in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”  

Chris states, “We are sharing the Love of God and the Gospel of His Son with as many people as we 
can. Lines are drawn, decisions are made, and lives are changed. We also invite local churches to join 

with us. As they come and we unite them in this common cause with other churches, we work with them to help them get 
over the fear of sharing the Gospel with strangers. We also are receiving many  phone calls during the week. Mostly from 
desperate people that have run out of food. We meet with them where ever we can to get food, prayer, and the Gospel to 
them.”

Farhid is a new Bronze Medallion holder that is joining a medical team going to the Kurdistan region of Iraq.  Farhid 
states his mission is to “Heal their physical bodies and share the gospel to heal their spiritual beings. By  showing them the 
love of Christ through medical healing I may  earn their trust so they may listen to the gospel I have to share. That is how 
God can use an insignificant me to promote His kingdom.”  There is no servant of the Lord or work for Christ that  is 
insignificant, and this is a very significant endeavor and an unusual opportunity to share Christ to a war weary people. 

Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. The 
plaque was covered with names, and small American flags were mounted on either side of it.

The seven-year old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside the boy, and said 
quietly, "Good morning Alex." "Good morning pastor," replied the young man, still focused on the plaque.

"Pastor McGhee, what is this?" Alex asked.  "Well, son, it's a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the 
service."

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex's voice was barely audible when he asked, "Which 
service, the 8:30 or the 11:00?"

KI Humor - submitted by Michael Maloney

Chris Jansson
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KI Reflection

Raising Kids in the World, Not of the World by Tess Rae
When asked if I homeschool my  kids, people are shocked to hear that my kids go to public school.  After 
all, the daily news is always reporting the various evils that  plague the hallways and the classrooms.  
Ever since the elimination of school prayer in the 1960’s, the US Public School System has been on a 
forty year downward spiral into darkness.  

What is even worse is that  students are being poisoned with a Liberalism agenda.  A poison that  is so 
lethal,  it  can eternally damage the soul.  The Theory  of Evolution once taught as a theory, is now taught 

as fact.  Creationism is mocked and ridiculed.  The promotion of “tolerance,” that truth is relative and open denial of the 
Creator sends out a message to today’s children that there are no absolutes, they are simply here by accident, and that 
there are many paths to spiritual enlightenment. Yes, the public school system is scary and dark in this “crooked and 
perverse generation.”  

Knowing all of that, how then can I send my  kids to public school?  To be honest with you, it can be very  tough at  times.  
It’s hard to hear your 2nd grader come home and tell you some of the things he heard on the playground or the mean 
name he was called.  It isn’t  easy  to have your 4th grader come home upset and in tears, because his teacher snapped at at 
him for merely  asking the question, “What  church do you go to Mrs. Jones?” and have her say,  “That is none of your 
business. Go play!”  It is difficult to have your 7th grade daughter ridiculed by other girls in her geography class, for 
taking a stand on a class project, when she refused to acknowledge the rain god they wanted to create as the deity for their 
tribe.

However, when your 2nd grader comes home and tells you about a little boy he saw on the playground that was all alone 
and crying, and that  he went over and asked him if he needed a friend, your perspective changes because he reached out 
to someone who was hurting on his own, with Christ-like compassion.

Or, when you overhear your 4th grader, during bedtime prayers, lift up his teacher and ask Jesus to help  her come to know 
Him, you realize that your child just asked God to water the seed he had planted earlier in the day.

Or, when see your 7th grade daughter researches and writes a five-page report on tribes rather than participate in the 
group project where a “rain god” had been selected as the tribe god.  And, in that paper, you watch your daughter weave a 
tale about 12 Jewish tribes, with special emphasis on the tribe of Judah.  And, explain who they were, where they  lived, 
and why they loved, worshipped and served the One True God.  Even further, she clearly  stated that they, like us, “shall 
have no other gods before Me” and boldly  included the gospel of Jesus Christ.  A valuable growing experience that ended 
up glorifying God.

So, is it  better to isolate our children from the world and its influences, or do we better protect our children by  equipping 
them with Truth and sending them out  into the world with a purpose to be set apart, to be little lights in the darkness and 
to “shine like stars in the world?” (Phil 2:15) 

It is not an easy decision, one that requires prayer and depends on the situation.  It also requires 
parents to be diligent, proactive, involved in and out of the classroom, and working with their 
children on how to not conform to this world by being Òin the world but not of the world.Ó  

Each day, has its own set of challenges.  However, each day  can also be an opportunity  for children to 
reach out, to share the love of Jesus to other kids, teachers, or even cafeteria workers. To stand firm in 
their faith through adversity, to extend mercy, grace, and forgiveness.  Not  only  that, but they have 

(Continues on next page)

their very  own little mission field, right  before them. 1 Tim 4:12 states, “Do not let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but be an example for other believers in your speech, behavior, love, faithfulness, and purity.Ó

If a child accepts Jesus and has a strong Biblical foundation early  on, I believe he or she quickly  learns how to discern and 
recognize the poison from the truth. After all, the very same Holy  Spirit that lives in us, lives, guides and teaches our 
children as well.  Proverbs 2:11 states, “Discretion shall preserve you, understanding shall keep you.Ó  
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KI Reflection - Raising Kids in the World, Not of the World

Do Something! by Sharon Stolebarger
(Continued from page 7)

More importantly, when trials happen or false teachings occur, we have discovered that as a family, we are able work 
through those difficult  situations and overcome the false teachings with God’s truth.  We are able to grow and stretch 
together, continually planted in His Word.  

The key  for our family  has been teaching our children to understand what it means to love God with all of their hearts, 
souls, and mind, and having that outward perspective to love others. To be diligent students of the Bible and having that 
intimate relationship  with Jesus through His Word.   The Bible has to be taught at home, in addition to their studies.  That 
is how I “homeschool” my children.  Deuteronomy 11:18-20 states,  ÒAnd you shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up. And you shall write them on the door posts of your house, and on your gates.Ó 

Before school, while the kids are eating their breakfast, we read the Bible. Since breakfast  is the “most important meal of 
the day” and provides the energy our bodies need, the Word of God is our “daily  bread” that  spiritually nourishes the 
soul.  We go through a particular book, and each day, we simply  read and discuss a section of Scripture, what it means 
and how it  applies to their lives, and to those around them.  The insights that they have on Scriptures is amazing.  It is a 
special time to share, to hear their thoughts and it sets the tone for the day.

We also put on the Armor of God, by praying as a family before they walk out the door for school. Starting from 
youngest to oldest, each member takes his or her turn in prayer, asking God for His wisdom, His direction, His 
discernment and His hedge of protection.  Some mornings, we have to pray and ask God to slow down the hands of time, 
but it has become such an important part of our morning routine, that those days are rare.

No, my biggest fear isn’t the public school system, per se.  The bigger concern for me is teaching my  children how to 
deal with difficult situations, and learn together how to combat the world and its lies with Truth before they  venture out 
into the world on their own as adults.  Jesus tells us,  “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the middle of wolves: be you 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.Ó (Matthew 10:16) 

No matter what their age, our children have also been called to go out make disciples, and are chosen for a time such as 
this.  It also my prayer, that my children understand the important of reaching out to those around them. To look out for 
those who are hurting, to be that person another child can turn to in their time of need.  

Imagine, having your daughter come home and tell you about a girl who dresses “Goth” seen sitting at a table upset  and 
crying.  Instead of looking the other way, she goes to her, sits down, and asks if she is okay.  Shaking her head no, a 
moment of silence passes.  Your daughter then boldly  asks her, “Can I pray for you?”  The girl thinks about  it and 
responds by again shaking her head no.  Your daughter lovingly  tells her  “Okay” and continues to sit in silence with her 
until the bell rings.  As your daughter leaves, she silently prays for this broken “Goth Girl,” and heads to class.  

These funds are tax deductible.  You can send this to:  Koinonia Institute, c/o Sharon Stolebarger – Israel Relief, PO 
Box D, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816.

In closing, we all know how the eyes and ears of the Jews have been blinded and made deaf.  In Isaiah 6:11, Isaiah 
pleads with God: Lord, how long?  And He answered: “Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, the 
houses are without a man, the land is utterly desolate.”  Do you want some exciting news?  The cities WERE laid 
waste and without inhabitant.  The houses WERE without a man.  The land WAS utterly  desolate.  That is no longer 
true!  The land is bountiful with produce and flowers galore.  The land is no longer desolate.  So NOW is the time 
that the eyes and ears of the Jews will be opened and we, through our love and our actions, are ready and willing to 
be His hands, His feet, His heart to the Jews.

(Continued from page 10)

http://www.studycenter.com
http://www.studycenter.com


K o i n o n i a  I n s t i t u t e  •  w w w . s t u d y c e n t e r . c o m                                12

Five Years Ago by Dan Stolebarger

(Continued from page 1)

29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house  or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or wife  or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold 
now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in 
the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” ~ Mark 10:29-31

Now, the question is, what do the next five years hold… if the Lord tarries?  More classes, more faculty  members, but 
more importantly, a council of earned Gold Medallions Holders!  Also, a dynamic Issachar Database that will provide the 
Body of Christ with information and a Christian perspective of world events that cannot be accessed from our current 
secular media outlets.  But our ultimate goal, as you have often heard me state, is that  we would not just have brilliant 
Bible expositors and up  to date prophetic reports, but a company of DISCIPLES who are doers of God’s Word!  Can you 
imagine what the world would be like if the Body of Christ took the offensive and began to INVADE the world?  That my 
friends is what Koinonia Institute is really all about – preparing Christians to INVADE the World!

Five years ago, we told all who would listen to us that  online learning was the wave of the future and that the Internet 
would be an amazing social outlet.  Look what these last  five years have given us – Facebook, Twitter and amazing 
interactive websites.  We at  KI, see the future and are preparing for the video conferencing revolution that is coming.  
Besides this, we are hoping and praying for more opportunities to partner with churches.  Again, we see the Institute as 
complimenting and supplementing the local Church, NOT replacing it!

ISRAEL

“Dan, once your feet touch the ground in Israel, you are going to have the strangest sensation – you are going to feel like 
you are home!”  Those were the words that Chuck Missler spoke to me 6 years ago and I really thought when I heard them 
that they were what I have come to call “Misslerisms.”  The truth of the matter is that He was dead on!  Israel is my  home 
and we visit Coeur d’Alene about eleven months out of the year.

No sooner had I returned from my  first  trip  to Israel that I told the Senior Pastor of the church I was serving that we, in 
order to make disciples, need to take everybody  to Israel!  For me it made all the difference in the world – the Bible came 
alive and my  life, as well as those who were traveling with us, were forever changed.   Little did I realize that my wife and 
I would be given the blessings of co-leading three trips to Israel each year.  

Over the past five years, we have been to Israel over ten times and have been able to design three different types of tours.  
At the time of this writing, we are days away  from taking three bus loads (our largest in five years) over to Israel  - this 
tour we call our Berean Tour.  Immediately following, we will meet another group  of people for our Talmidim Tour.  The 
Berean is our basic tour to Israel and the Talmidim is our Work/Study/ Tour.  My guess is that we have taken over a 
thousand people to Israel with us over the past five years.  From these tours we have started a ministry  that I refer to as 
G12, because our goal is to Bless Israel!  

I will  bless those  who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the  families of the earth shall 
be blessed.”  ~ Genesis 12:3

Not only  have we seen the sites, but we have served on a variety  of IDF Bases in the Golan.  We have been at two different 
outposts on the Lebanese border.  We were in Sderot and have overlooked Gaza.  We have seen tank demonstrations and 
been briefed by  Israeli commanders on the sites of miraculous battles.  We have seen F16’s take off from the floor of the 
Valley  of Armageddon and have been hosted in the Knesset!  All of this in five short years and, who knows what the future 
holds as we look for ways to have a KI presence in the land of Israel!

One of the biggest blessings for me is that  there are those who have been to Israel who now have taken their own groups 
back!  What a joy!  All of this in five short years!  
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KI Clothing

THE ISSACHAR TOUR - 2010

Join Dan Stolebarger for a one-of-a-kind experience to Israel 
that will give our explorers an InsiderÕs look at Israel today. 

October 30th - November 10, 2010 

The Issachar Tour provides the opportunity to study, visit 
three distinct geographical locations as well as work 
alongside the IDF, visit Ramat David Air Force Base in 
Armageddon and more.

 Learn More About this Trip of a Lifetime...

KI Bulletin Board

Spyglass Monthly is a monthly publication of Koinonia Institute. 
Copyright © 2010 by Koinonia Institute, P.O. Box D, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83816

“So that you may be blameless and innocent, 

God's children without any faults among a 

crooked and perverse generation, among whom 

you shine like stars in the world” 
 ~ Philippians 2:15 (ISV)

                            

Memory Verse - 

Events and Links
May

Iyyar - Sivan 5770

• Apr. 30th - May 1st - Strategic 
Perspective Conference, Franklin, TN 

• May 3rd - New Courses Begin

• May 17th - New Courses Begin
• May   - Israel

Upcoming New Courses
Hosea - June

Ruth & Esther - July

Young Lions
• The Day After......James
• Tikkum Olam

Happy Birthday
May 30, 2010

From all of us at KI, 
we would like to wish 

Dan Stolebarger 
a blessed and

 Christ-filled day!

We love you!
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